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DIXON diary

Holiday Blessings to All!
As we enter the holiday season, we are reminded of how thankful we are for each of 
you and the part you play in our lives.  May Jesus bless you with reminders of his  

tangible presence as you celebrate his birth this year.

FLUENT, RIGHT?
We have less than 3 weeks left of language 
school, and we wish we could say we were 
fluent!  We are definitely closer, but will 

have to resign ourselves to the fact that 
language learning is a lifelong goal.  Please 
pray that all we have learned will soak in 

and that we will be able to put it into 
practice!  We are so thankful for this time 

we’ve had to focus on Spanish.  On one 
hand, it has been a busy time of 
homework, classes and learning our new 

life here. We’ve definitely experienced stress along with all of that!  But on the other hand, 
we feel like these past few months have been a gift of respite for us.  (Probably more so for 

Tracey than for Jeff, who feels the weight of responsibility very heavily.)  Our focus has 
been fairly single-minded, and we haven’t had many social or leadership responsibilities 
outside of our team.  Let’s just say it has been nice to have a little breather before we hit the 

ground running in January!  We have seen the benefits in our children, too.  We have been 
doing almost everything together as a family, and Olivia and Sawyer seem to be thriving 

because of it.  Thank you to all of you that have prayed for their adjustment.  Incidentally, 
they love school (and will remain there through the               

spring) and are picking up Spanish at a much faster      
rate than their parents!!

Timeline
❖ Dec. 12: Finish Language School

❖ Dec.: Move to Desamparados?

❖ Jan.: Begin forming SI ministry ‘sites’ and 
hiring new staff 

❖March/April: College and Men’s Trips to 
Shiroles (the jungle) 

❖May: FIRST SI Costa Rica outreach in 
San José (Desamparados)!!!

 Prayer Requests
*For continued language 
acquisition!

*For peace and grace over 
our family, and team, 
especially as culture 
shock starts to hit!

*For a church home in CR, 
and close friendships, 
including team unity!

*A house near Los Guido, 
(with a yard) that will fit 
our long-term needs.   :)  
Plus a car and furniture!

*Open doors and favor in 
Los Guido.    

*That our hearts would be 
in complete obedience to 
our Lord.  Our desire is to 
do only the things God 
would have us do.    
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Grandma Rosell (aka Grandma Tic-Tac)
In October, we made a last minute trip to Minnesota to visit Grandma and 
Grandpa Rosell.  Grandma was diagnosed with terminal cancer soon after we 
arrived in Costa Rica and we wanted to make sure we got to have a little more 
time with her.  It was both a fun and hard trip.  It was a blessing to be able to 
go.  As of this writing, she is still hanging on, but we know her days are short.   
Please pray for her, and for all the family.  We are so thankful for the legacy 
she has created in a life lived for Jesus; it will be hard to let her go.

Residency/SI Update
Our residency paperwork has been filed, re-authenticated, and paid for.  Now 
we wait for final approval.  This can take anywhere from 2 months to 2 years.  

Pray that our wait will lean towards the shorter end of that time frame!  Thank you to Juan Edgar, our lawyer, who has 
fearlessly navigated the world of immigration for us!

In October, both Cailah Pritchard and Krysta Williams arrived to begin language school.  Our 
team currently consists of  6 adults and 4 children!  Pray for a few others that are in the works 
for the new year!  Also pray for continued unity as we begin to expand!  We continue to be 
surprised by the contacts God is making for us here.  We have had a select number of meetings 
with different people working in, or networking those in, the slum of Los Guido, where we feel 
led.  God is opening doors in just the right timing, it seems.  Please continue to pray for favor and 
direction as we think about starting ministry sites, and/or partnering with other ministries.

SUPPORT UPDATE
Our support continues to come in.  Thank you!  We have been receiving or have been pledged 
nearly our full support level.  However, we have yet to have a month in which we have 
received all that has been pledged :).  Please continue to pray with us that all those who 
have committed to giving monthly would remain faithful to the call God has given them.  
Pray that God would bless abundantly and enable those who have committed to give, in 
spite of the weak economy.  If you are someone who would still like to join the ranks of our 
monthly supporters, it’s not too late!  Simply send a check, made out to Students 
International, along with the response card provided.  If you are interested in automated 
giving, let us know and we can get that information to you as well. One time or year end 
gifts are also welcome!  We are hoping to move closer to Los Guido in December, which 
will mean having to furnish a home.  The time has also come to buy a vehicle.  So, 
expenses loom.  While we received what we projected in one-time expense donations, 
(including for a car), stuff is expensive here!  We may have under-budgeted!  Pray that we 
will find good deals and that God will provide what we need!  If you have questions, please 
contact us.  We would be happy to give you more information or to answer any questions 
you might have.  Also, if you are interested in learning more about SI, go to www.stint.com.  
For continued updates please visit our blog at dixondiary.blogspot.com.  It may sound 
cliché, but we covet your prayers.  We need faithful prayer warriors just as much (or more!) 
than financial supporters.  Please hold us up regularly; we cannot do battle alone!  We love 
you all and pray blessing over you!

    Merry Christmas,

                      Jeff, Tracey, Olivia and Sawyer Dixon
Luke 2: 10 “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.’”


