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DIXON diary

Philippians 1:3-6
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 

with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of  this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it 

on to completion until the day of  Christ Jesus.”  

OUR FIRST SUMMER OF TEAMS
Wow!  Can the first summer of  SI Costa Rica teams be over already!!?!?!?  Hard to believe, but it’s 
true!  Our last group arrives this weekend.  It’s been amazing to watch  God use and change those 

he has brought these last couple of  months.  We’ve had 
‘students’ that range from 11 - 60+.  They’ve worked at 
a daycare, a tutoring center, helped with Kid’s Club, 

English classes, done home visits to the elderly, painted a 
mural, remodeled a bathroom, built a retaining wall, 
helped a neighborhood build a street, and overall left a 
positive and lasting impression here in Costa Rica.  
Though there have been a few logistical challenges, 

things ran pretty smoothly.  We kept reminding our 
teams that they were a part of  something new, part of  
the groundbreaking of  SI CR.  They took it seriously, 

and served whole-heartedly.  Though sometimes that 
meant ‘being’ more than ‘doing,’ they were flexible!  God used each person, and just as the 

communities were impacted by their service, we hope that each of  our participants were impacted 
and transformed, as well.  We are excited to see how God uses all that he started this summer!  A 
big THANK YOU to all of  you summer outreach pioneers!!  A THANK YOU, as well, to all of  our 
ministry partners here in Costa Rica!!  Praise Jesus for all he is doing!!!  He is GOOD.

Needless to say, all of  our staff  is quite, ah, exhausted.  They did a super job of  running sites and 

hosting students, doing morning and evening programming and being flexible!  We are all hoping to 
find some renewal in the next few weeks!

Showing off  our new Cedulas!

Travel Plans--FYI! 
We have not purchased tickets yet, but we 
are looking at traveling to the States 
sometime after Christmas through most of 
January.  We need/want to travel to MN, CO, 
and CA, if possible, to visit family, friends, 

supporters, etc.  It will be a whirlwind 
adventure (I’m tired just thinking about it), 
but we wanted to give everyone a heads up 
for planning purposes.  As we make definite 
plans, we will keep you updated!  We hope to 
see as many of you as possible!!

 Prayer Requests
*For the students and 
adults who participated in 
outreaches this summer--
that God would continue 
what He started in them. 

*Guidance, wisdom and 
favor in ministry sites, 
especially as we get into 
some of the ‘dirt’ of 
ministry.

*Continued financial 
provision for all staff.

*Transformation of the 
communities where we 
work.

*Approval of the 
association paperwork.

*Preparation of future SI 
Costa Rica staff.

*Renewed energy and 
creativity to put into our 
sites. . .we are all pretty 
tired!

*Family time!! 
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New School for Olivia and Sawyer
Olivia and Sawyer started a new school in the midst of our summer busyness.  
It’s a preschool called Kid’s Academy (yes, in English, though 95% of their 
day is in Spanish).  So far, they love it, and we have been happy with it, too.  
What’s so great about it?  Well, it’s half the cost of their previous school, lots 
of individual attention--there are only 2 classes, it meets at our church which 
is walking distance from our house, the teachers and director are qualified and 
seem to be doing a wonderful job, they do lots of field trips and other fun 
activities, they have extended daycare hours, our kids get a home-cooked Tico 
lunch every day, and they get to take swimming lessons once a week (there is 
a van that transports them).  We are so thankful to have a safe, happy, close 
place for Olivia and Sawyer to go to school!  I don’t think we could have 
found anything more ideal at this point.  Thanks to all of you who prayed 
about this with us!  Next to think about will be kindergarten for Olivia in 
February. . .

Have we found a Church?
Did you catch that I mentioned “our church” in the previous section?  I think we may finally be 
settling into a church family!  We have not had a lot of time to get deeply involved, but we have 
been attending regularly and call it, “our church.”  It is actually called La Primera Iglesia Bautista 
de Desamparados.  There is a lot we like about it, and have felt welcomed by many.  Pray that we 
can make good friends there and root ourselves.  

We are Residentes!
If you haven’t heard via our blog or Facebook, we are official residents of Costa Rica!!!  We are 
so excited and thankful to have that long process behind us!  God has been faithful in opening 
doors for us here, including the doors of immigration!  Our responsibility now is to keep receipts      
for the monthly $3000 that we exchange into colones to turn in as requested, and we should be able to 
renew this residency as needed through the national banking system through a fairly quick 
and painless process!  Pray that nothing changes to make things more complicated!!!  Also, 
we are still waiting for approval of SI as an official association here in Costa Rica.  With that 
approval, we will be legal to hire Tico staff, and be able to join an umbrella alliance of 
evangelical organizations which would make religious visas an option for current and future 
SI staff (which means they might not have to go through the same residency process we did).  
It will also create a ton more paperwork. . .but such is life!

Support Update
We are pleased to report that we are ahead (yes, AHEAD!!) of  our support goals for this year,                            
so far!!!  Praise the LORD!!!  Thank you to each of  you for the part you have played in that! 
Thanks for your ongoing faithfulness and obedience to the Lord.  We are humbled and grateful that	 	             
in a troubled world economy, the Lord continues to provide.  To us it is confirmation that we are 	 	                
supposed to be here, and it is a blessing to not have to stress about it!  Just so you know, the                 	            
extra that has come in goes into an escrow account to be used towards our salary if  ever our 
support falls short or for unexpected expenses like major car repairs.  So, again, thank you!  
As always, we pray that God will bless your generosity many times in return!!

With Much Love,                      
Jeff, Tracey, Olivia and Sawyer Dixon

Ephesians 3:14  When I think of the wisdom and scope of God’s plan, I fall to my knees and pray to 
the Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth. 

Our fearless interns Aiyla and Blake!

Olivia and our friend Ana 

making tortillas

Date Night!



If  you would like to make a financial gift* to Students International please send your check to:

Students International
PO Box 2733
Visalia, CA 93279-2733

Or contact the Students International Service Center in California at 559-627-8923 or students@stint.com.

*Please indicate your preference for where you would like your funds to be directed. Contributions are solicited with the un-
derstanding that Students International has complete discretion and control over the use of  all donated funds.

Name   ___________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
   ___________________________________________________
Email  _____________________________ Phone _________________
___ Monthly Support  Amount $________ per month
___ One-Time Gift  Amount $________ 
___ I/We will pray for you   ___ Please send me/us your newsletter via email
___ Please send me/us information about automated contributions
Send to:
Students International
PO Box 2733, Visalia CA  93229-2733

All contributions are tax deductible.  Make checks 
payable to Students International.

The Dixon Family
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