
S P R I N G  2 0 0 9

DIXON diary

Psalm 146: 1-2, 5-10a
“Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD, I tell myself.  I will praise the LORD as long as I live. I 

will sing praises to my God even with my dying breath.  Don’t put your confidence in powerful 
people; there is no help for you there. . . But happy are those who have the God of Israel as 

their helper, whose hope is in the LORD their God.  He is the one who made the heaven and 
earth, the sea, and everything in them.  He is the one who keeps every promise forever, who 
gives justice to the oppressed and food to the hungry.  The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts the burdens of those bent beneath their loads.  The LORD loves the righteous.  

The LORD protects the foreigners among us.  He cares for the orphans and widows, but he 
frustrates the plans of the wicked.  The LORD will reign forever.” 

WOMEN’S AND MEN’S TRIPS
We are called Students International, but the 
Students part has broadened over the years to 
include all lifelong learners.  Both Jeff  and I had 
the privilege recently to participate in adult 
outreaches with SI.  In February, I (along with our 

female staff) went on the first-ever-all-women 
outreach to Guatemala.  We had a great time 
serving alongside fellow staff  of  SI Guatemala.  I 
got to work with a team of  medical professionals 
doing a survey in the town of  El Gorrión.  I did a 

lot of  translating and was exhausted at the end, 
but it was a great time and a good reminder about 
what God has called me here for.  In March Jeff  

and Dave Hansen (SI’s president) lead an outreach 
of  men to the jungle town of  Shiroles in the southeast corner of  Costa Rica.  Jeff  helped to 

coordinate the various work projects the men were involved in as well as handling the logistical 
arrangements.  He greatly enjoyed the time of  fellowship with the men on the trip.  These adult 
trips tend to be a combination of  mission trip and retreat.  It is        
always fun to watch God work in the lives of  those who come,               
as they step out of  their comfort zones, as well as in the lives of 

the people in the communities in which we serve.

Tracey conducting a survey in Guatemala

Our New PO Box! 
The Dixons
Apartado 946-2400
Desamparados, Costa Rica
América Central

We can receive letters and packages at this 
address and it is fairly secure.  However, we 
recommend not sending anything very 
valuable as the contents of packages are 
subject to import taxes.  We haven’t had any 
problems so far, but it’s something to keep in 
mind.   And THANK YOU, in advance!  :)

 Prayer Requests
*That we would work 
through the swings of 
culture shock and not 
grow discouraged!

*Continued guidance, 
wisdom,  and favor as we 
begin ministry sites.

*Continued financial 
provision.

*For the right schooling 
options for Olivia and 
Sawyer.

*For all the residency and 
association paperwork to 
be approved!

*For continued growth of 
team relationships, and 
our openness to God’s 
work in each of us.

*That we would know and 
experience more  of God’s 
love and be filled with life 
and power, for God’s 
glory--Eph. 3:16-21 
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Welcome to Costa Rica, Aiyla!!
Welcome to Aiyla!!!  Our friend, Aiyla Shockency, arrived in January to live with us 
and intern with SI for the year.  She has been a huge blessing to our family so far; one of 
her main duties right now is to care for Olivia and Sawyer as we meet with people 
regarding ministry site possibilities.   She’s also been able to participate in a couple of 
outreaches (a Women’s Outreach to Guatemala and one to Shiroles, the “Jungle,” with 
an Intervarsity group) and will be a big help with teams and outreaches this summer.  
Please keep Aiyla in your prayers; we are praying that, aside from using her in 
indispensable ways as we get SI Costa Rica started, God will use this year to teach 
Aiyla the things He wants, and to give her vision and direction for her future.  She has 
an amazing heart to serve the Lord and feels called to go into missions full time, but is 
also exploring college possibilities first.   

Residency/SI Update
If you’ve followed our blog, you know there was a glitch with our residency paperwork that 
required a new income verification letter with multiple signatures and lots of running around on 
the part of Hector Pinto (thank you SOOO much!!).  After that drama, we are once again 
waiting. . . the good news is that we are on the radar!  Also, last week, we (the current SI staff) 
signed the paperwork to apply to make SI a legal association in Costa Rica!!  This also needs to 
be approved before we are “official,” so please pray that both would pass through the right 
channels quickly!

In other SI news. . .it’s hard to know what to write about.  We are at a funny and exciting place in 
this whole process; we have lots of possibilities for ministry partnerships (about 10-12), now it 
seems to be a matter of narrowing down the options.  There are a lot of balls in the air, and we are 
waiting to see which ones God pins down for SI.  We have met some amazing men and women of 
God in this process--we have been so encouraged by this!  Some of our solid possibilities include 
(but are not limited to): a childcare center, an opportunity to begin a library/tutoring center, a 
bible study/sewing business ministry, and several churches that have great vision to begin/
further ministry with youth or adults via computer centers, after school programs, drug rehab, 
music and art ministry, etc.  Pray that God will continue to guide this process and lead the 
way--and that we’ll listen!  We’ve also had some very definite doors closed, for which we’ve 
been grateful.  Maybe that seems strange, but it sort of confirms the ones that God has opened.  
So pray that our eyes and ears are sensitive to God’s leading, and only to God’s leading.

SUPPORT UPDATE
We are thankful to be able to say that God has been our provider.  Thank you to all who have been 
a part of  God’s provision to us!  Though the sources seem to vary somewhat each month, we have 
met our monthly goals so far this year!!!  Praise God!  Pray that this will continue!  We know that for 
many of  you, your gifts to us are a sacrifice--especially in light of  the US/global economy.  Please 
know that your commitment does not go unnoticed!  Our prayer is that you will be blessed and that 
the return on your gifts will be great in every way!  We also know that many of  you are   
faithfully praying and interceding for us and for SI--please don’t stop!!  We, like Moses, need 
our arms held up in order to continue ‘fighting.’  We sense your prayers and value them so 
much!  Several of  you have also written and encouraged us with things God has put upon 
your hearts for us--we cherish every word.  Thank you!! 

 

With Much Love,                      
Jeff, Tracey, Olivia and Sawyer Dixon

Ephesians 3:14  When I think of the wisdom and scope of God’s plan, I fall to my knees and pray to 
the Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth. 

Our house in Desamparados



If  you would like to make a financial gift* please print and send the below response card to:

Students International
PO Box 2733
Visalia, CA  93279-2733

Or contact the Students International Service Center in California at 559-627-8923 or students@stint.com.

*Please indicate your preference for where you would like your funds to be directed. Contributions are solicited with the understanding that 
Students International has complete discretion and control over the use of  all donated funds.

Name   ___________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
   ___________________________________________________
Email  _____________________________ Phone _________________
___ Monthly Support  Amount $________ per month
___ One-Time Gift  Amount $________ 
___ I/We will pray for you   ___ Please send me/us your newsletter via email
___ Please send me/us information about automated contributions
Send to:
Students International
PO Box 2733, Visalia CA  93229-2733

All contributions are tax deductible.  Make checks 
payable to Students International.

The Dixon Family
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