
January 27, 2009 
 
Dear Friends and Family, 
 
We are finally ‘connected’ again via internet, so thought we would send out a little (or maybe a 
Big!) update.   After waiting about 3 weeks for our cable/internet company to come to our new 
house, they did, and we now have access to the outside world again!!  We have been 
wondering how we ever survived before email . . . 
 
Our New Home!  Life is good.  We are enjoying our new house!  Thank you to everyone for 
all your prayers, etc.  God provided in a big way!  Just at the right time (after our vain 
searching), He connected us with a real estate agent that emailed some contacts he has in this 
part of town, who let him know about this huge house with an office that had just gone up for 
rent (it was previously unsuccessfully for sale).  Anyway, the long and short of it is that we 
have been blessed with a great home at a great price, SI has an office space, and the kids have 
room to play.  We also have room for guests, so please come and stay with us!  Watch for a 
soon-to-be-posted video tour! 
 
Car!  We also have a car.  We are thankful for it and it has been mostly a blessing. :)  It’s a 
blue, 7 passenger, 1995 Hyundai Galloper.  We love it.  But, it has had a few problems . . .that 
we keep hoping are fixed.  It’s in the shop today for oil and coolant leaks.  Please pray that the 
mechanics would do a good job fixing it, and that it would not have more issues!  Labor is 
inexpensive here, but the hassles, time and money do add up quickly to a lot of inconvenience 
and frustration!  If nothing else, they distract us from other things we need to be doing (and 
can I say, contribute to culture shock?).   
 
Back to School.  What else have we been up to?  Olivia and Sawyer went back to school a 
couple of weeks ago.  They are attending Rayitos de Sol, which is where they were this past 
fall.  We decided to keep them there another trimester since they like it, they have great 
teachers, and we haven’t had time to research other options yet.  Please pray that we will find 
another long-term option before too long.  There are many things to consider and we want to 
be wise about their education.  Some of the considerations are: bilingual school or not, price, 
Evangelical/Catholic/Secular/Public?, distance from our house, school year calendar (most 
Tico schools run from Feb.-Nov.), and how easily they will be able to enter a US school later if 
necessary, etc.  Most of you know that I (Tracey) have no desire to homeschool (but I bless 
those of you who do!), so we’re hoping for the ‘perfect’ option . . . and we are thankful that we 
have options! 
 
Visitors!  We were blessed this month by the visit of Jeff’s parents for about 10 days!  It was 
fun for us to show them a little of life here, and we even got to go to one of the most gorgeous 
beaches in Costa Rica—Manuel Antonio.  They were a blessing to have here!  Hopefully they 
weren’t too worn out from playing with Olivia and Sawyer. :) 
 
Aiyla Arrives!  Last week, we welcomed Aiyla Shockency into our home!  She will be with us 
for about 10 months as we start up SI Costa Rica.  She is a long-time Visalia friend and has 
been working in the SI office in California this past year.  She has a wonderful willing heart, 
and is here to help wherever she is needed.  Right now she’s in language school, and will be 
baby-sitting the kids while Jeff and I meet with people and get things going.  She may also 
help out in ministry sites as they are started and work as an intern or office help as needed.  
Pray for Aiyla and the things God wants to do in her life while she’s here!  She has a heart for 



missions and we are praying that God will give her vision and direction as He continues to 
develop her gifts throughout this year.   
 
Earthquake Poas.  Many of you probably heard about the 6.2 earthquake on Jan. 8.  The 
epicenter was about 20 miles from us, so we felt a pretty strong shaking.  Thankfully we are 
fine, and there was really no damage to the city.  Unfortunately, areas near the epicenter, up in 
the mountains, were hit really hard, with some small villages totally destroyed, 23 people dead, 
7 missing and more than 100,000 otherwise affected.  Please pray for the families affected by 
this tragedy.  There is a big relief effort going on right now, but much continued work will be 
needed to rebuild roads, homes and businesses. 
 
Starting SI Costa Rica.  So, how do you start up a new ministry in a foreign country?? We 
are asking ourselves that question all the time!  We have lots of ideas, a good deal of 
precedent, many good examples and poor ones, and lots of theory.  Basically, we are feeling 
things out as we go, praying for wisdom the whole time, and knowing that God is working all 
the time behind the scenes on our behalf!  One of our goals has been to make contacts with 
people, churches, and other ministries, to see what they are doing, where we can play a part 
and to learn from them.  We are excited about some of the excellent contacts we have made!  
Just yesterday, Jeff and I met with Juan Carlos and Kristina of Food for the Hungry who 
gave us lots of great info on starting up a legal association in Costa Rica, staff salary advice, 
administrative details we need to know, etc.  Food for the Hungry also has need for volunteers 
at some of their projects and we are exploring how we can partner with them!  Pray that God 
will lead this relationship.  We are hoping to visit their projects sometime this week or next.  
Some of our other contacts include a pastor that Jeff met who works at a large church very 
near our house.  The church has some work going on in Los Guidos and may be willing to 
partner with SI as well.  The church we have been attending, Amistad Internacional 
(Friendship International), is also beginning some work in Los Guidos.  We are meeting with 
the pastor and his family next week to get to know each other better, have coffee (a 
requirement here!!), and share our visions.   There are other contacts we have made, including 
other missionaries, pastors, and organizations.  Our teammates have also met a lot of people!  
Pray for continued direction, that God would lead us to those He wants us to work with and 
be affiliated with.  An interesting thing (sad thing) we are learning about Los Guidos is that 
there is actually a lot going on there.  But virtually no one is working together—and it shows.  
We want to be as wise as serpents and gentle as doves as we navigate this reality.  We know 
that God’s heart is for unity and not division in His Body.  Pray for how God might use SI in 
the midst of the division and competition we will encounter.    
 
Whew!!  This update got rather winded!  Thanks to all who have stuck with me to the end!   
We want to say “Thank you” again for all of your prayers, thoughts, cards, and notes!  They 
help us to feel loved!  Also, a big “Thank you” to those who give financially, making it possible 
for us to be here!  As always, we pray that God would multiply the blessing back to you many 
times over!!!   
 
With All Our Love, 
Tracey, Jeff, Olivia and Sawyer Dixon 
 
PS Remember to check out our blog for more regular and detailed updates!  

dixondiary.blogspot.com 
 
 



 


